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as second guide) (' A.J.' 18, 45-6), and again on June 23, 1904, 
with Mr. Gustav Hasler (' A.J.' 22, 322). 

MoNcH, 4105 m. 13,468 ft. By theN. face.9 August 18, 1934. 
Mrs. Hutton-Rudolph with Adolf Rubi and Peter Inaebnit. 

From the Guggi hut, leaving at 03.00, the Monch plateau was 
ascended, and by means of steps cut the previous day a descent made 
down to the little glacier bay at the foot of the great wall of the 
Monch. Owing to the good snow clinging to the smooth and vertical 
steps the lower part of the face was climbed in a short time with 
relative ease. At 09.00 a rest was made at the height of theNollen, 
but nearer to the rib described in 'A.J.' 45, 49-53. From here 
onwards conditions were very bad. A good deal of powdery snow 
and glazed rocks tested the skill of the leader to the utmost, and 
progress was very slow. In addition the rocks sloped the wrong way 
and it took 3 hours of the hardest work to ascend about 120 m. 
Another direct ascent and a traverse to the right took 2 hours and 
brought the party to a gully swept by avalanches. This couloir was 
ascended for a short time in spite of the great danger, until the 
rocky rib to the left of it could be climbed. This latter led to the 
top, 15.30. 

The height of the face climbed is 1100 m. 
H. L. 

[We are indebted to our member Dr. Lauper for these interest
ing accounts of recent Oberland (the Monch excepted) all-Swiss 
expeditions. Editor ' A.J.'] 

ALPINE NOTES. 

THE ALPINE CLUB OBITUARY : 

Date of 
Election 

Holmes, The Hon. Mr. Justice Oliver Wendell 
(Ordinary Member) 1866 

(Honorary Member) 1932 
Greenwood, Eric . . . . . . 1891 
Unwin, T. Fisher . . . . . . 1894 
Furneaux, L. R. . . . . . . 1895 
Ellis, F. N. . . . . . . • 1898 
Harris, E. B. . . . . . . . 1898 
Vail, E. L. . . . . . . . 1900 
Robson, J. W. . . . . . . . . 1903 
Villiers-Schwab, H. B. de . . . . . 1921 

9 The route to be described is straight up the centre of the face 
between the Nallen and the line taken by Dr. Lauper in 1921, 
A.J. 45, 49-53, with marked illustration. It must be among the 
most difficult and dangerous expeditions in the Alps. Editor. 

. 
• 
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LESLIE STEPHEN. 

1832-1904. 

La Xeige tombe, Grindclwnld, 1889. 
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ALPINE CLUB. His Majesty King Leopold of the Belgians has 
accepted Honorary Membership of the Club. 

THE 250TH NuMBER OF THE ALPINE JoURNAL. To commemorate 
this issue, we publish portraits of Sir Le~lie Stc ph en (1832-1 904), 
President of the Alpine Club, 1866-1868, the great pion.eer ' fleetest 
of foot of all the Alpine brotherhood ' and of the Grindelwald 
guides of the early 'seventies, the professional executants in the 
first exploration of the mountainous regions of the world. Of these 
men, headed by the foremost name of all time, Christian Almer 
(1826-1898),1 there remains but one alive, his son, Ulrich, born in 
1849. 

The originals of these portraits are in the possession of Sir Felix 
Schuster, to whom we express our warm thanks for permjssion to 
reproduce the same. 

LONGEVITY IN A.C. Out of 687 members on March 21, 1935, the 
Club contains five members of over 90 years of age, twenty-six 
exceed 80, besides several others past what may be described as 
' Everest ' age. · 

At the end of 1934 the D.u.<E.A.-V. numbered 213,653 members . 
. 

GIFTS TO A.C. The Club expresses its best thanks for the 
following presentations : 

A wate.r-colour painting of the Bliimlisalphorn, by the late E. W. 
Powell, presented by the Rev. R. W. Powell and family. 

Three water-colour paintings by the late Edward Whymper : 
Bliimlisalp from the.Kiental; Ejger and Monch from near Miirren; 
Fletschhorn and Weissmies. Presented by Mrs. H. A. Longman. 

A large framed portrait of the late Rev. Arthur E. Girdlestone, 
presented by his nephew, Mr. G. R. Girdlestone. 

A valuable collection of Alpine books from the library of the late 
Colonel Philip Fletcher, a former member, presented by his son, 
Major Philip C. Fletcher, a member. 

A beautifully executed plaster relief model of Mt. Everest, made 
and presented by J. A. Best, Esq., of Birmingham. 

The actual summit rock of Mt. Foraker, Alaska, mounted as a 
paper weight, presep.ted by Professor T. Graham Brown, a member. 

- . 

PuNTIAGUDO. This mountain is situated in the south of Chile, 
close to the Argentine frontier in Lat. 41 o S., Long. 72° 15 W. 
The altitude, according to the military maps, is 23£0 metres. As a 

1 It will be noted that the name is spelt 'Allmer' as in his 
Fuhrerbuch. The portrait of Leslie Stephen is by his great friend 
the late Gabriel Loppe, the well-known French painter and 
mountaineer. -
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crow flies, it is 30 kilometres from the Peulla Hotel, at the head of 
Lago Todos los Santos. The hotel is situated on the international 
route between the Argentine and southern Chile. 

PUNTIAGUDO, 2390 METRES. 

The photograph was taken from the steamer on Lake Todos los 
Santos. As the mountain is formidable and has never been climbed, 
should any of our members be thinking of an expedition to South 
America, they might be interested to make an attempt. Particulars 
can be obtained from Senor Roth, Peulla, Chile. 

• M. G. RYAN . 

CoL DES CHASSEURS (ca . 2750 m.). This pass, between the 
Aiguille Noire and Mont Rouge de P rteret, appears to have under
gone some change recently on the Fauteuil des Allemands slope. 
There are two gaps in the col, separated by a gendarme; as far as 
we could ascertain in Courmayeur, the pass is generally crossed by 
the more southerly of the two gaps that lying nearest to Mont 
Rouge. It is probable that an extensive rock fall has taken place 
here, because the gully running downwards from the more southerly 
gap towards the Fauteuil now involves serious climbing. The rock 
is steep, very rotten and without belays. 

The different Climbers' Guides give the following ' times,' via 
this col, from the Gamba h:u.t to the Refuge de la Noire : Vallot, 
2 hrs. 20 mins. ; Kt~rz (1927) , I! hrs. from hut to hut. The 
Mont Blanc Fuhrer (p. 197), 2 hrs. from the Gamba hut to the 
point where the actual climbing on the usual route of the Aiguille 
Noire begins. 

• 
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These times suggest that it is easy to do a climb from the Gamba 
and then cross over, in the later afternoon, to the La Noire hut. 
However, it took us, carrying heavy sacks, over 5 hours to cross 
from the Gamba hut to the Refuge de la Noire and we narrowly 
missed being benighted. In any case this pass must be taken 
with caution. 

C. G. C. 
T. A. B. 

WINTER MouNTAINEERING. Among interesting feats accom-
. plished should be recorded the first winter ascent of the CrMA DI 

PIAZZI, the highest summit in the Bernina, E. wing. It was 
accomplished both in the ascent and descent by its very fine N. face, 
attained from Val Elia. The date was March 27, 1933, the party 
being composed of Herren G. Hepp, E. Nonnenbruch and the well
known mountaineer, Dr. E. Allwein.--From A. A.-V. lVI. Jahres
be~richt, where the peak is stated to belong to the Ortler (!) Group. 

Another interesting first winter ascent is that of the TouR nu 
GRAND ST. PIERRE, on February 15, 1935, by Signori P. and S. 
Ceresa 2 and Adarmi. Leaving Cogne at 20.30 on the 14th and 
proceeding via the new Martinotti shelter-hut in Valnontey, the 
Money Glacier and Col Money (attained at 07.00 on the 15th), the 
party achieved the summit on cramppns. · Cogne was regained at 
16.00 on the same afternoon. From Lo Scarpone . 

• 

AuUIDENTS. Following an immense snowfall, general throughout 
the Alps, accidents and damage to property were very common. 
Dr. Walter Raechl (1902-1934), one of the survivors of the 1934 
Nanga Parbat expedition, lost his life in a solitary winter ascent of 
the WATZl\1ANN in the Berchtesgaden Group, on December 29, 1934. 
The accident, we are informed, occurred at an easy place on the 
ordinary, normally simple, route. Mountaineers of all nationalities 
will much regret the death of this very distinguished climber and 
geographer. Dr. Raechl had accomplished much good work in 
the Caucasus as well as in the Himalaya. The Alpine Club has 
expressed its sympathy to the relatives and to the D.u.CE.A.-V. 

Four Italians, Signori Augusto Porro and Roberto Cazzanica, 
together with Mmes. L. Porro and V. Torrani, were killed on 
January 6 by an avalanche on Piz CoRVATSCH in the Bernina. All 
are stated to have been capable mountaineers and ski-runners. 

A party of four persons was caught in an avalanche in the vicinity 
of the site of the disaster of August 17, 1933, on Piz Roseg.3 Two 
of the party, a ski -instructor and a film actress, were killed. 

2 Survivors of the Brenva accident of 1934, A.J. 46, 419-20. 
3 A.J. 45, 414-19; 46, 259-7 4. Another account gives, however, 

the locality of the accident as being in the neighbourhood of the 
Coaz hut on the opposite side of the Roseg valley: chamois ~re 
stated to have been responsible . 

• 
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Concerning the employment of ski-instructors as ' guides,' 
'R.M.' liv, p. 98, makes some scathing and well-merited remarks. 
Avalanche accidents occurred to two parties, on December 31 and 
January 3, ski-ing in the vicinity of the Vajolet hut and the Fedaja 
Pass respectively. In each case the ski-instructor a stranger to 
the region met with amply-earned disaster, but in the former 
accident four out of six of the tourists perished likewise. Our own 
experience of some famous ski -instructors is that they are entirely 
ignorant of snow craft and conditions and should not be employed 
above' nursery' slopes. This is especjally the case in Bavaria and 
the lower Tyrolese resorts. 

At least eight soldiers on their lawful occasions were killed in 
F ebruary in the Lanslebourg region ; the mHitary rescue parties 
displayed great bravery but had eventually to be recalled by their 
leader, General Dosse (commanding the Lyon area), on account of 
the excessive danger from further avalanches. 

A party of nine skiers were killed by a wind-slab avalanche near 
Schladming in Styria on March 11. The victims were again in charge 
of a so-called ski-instructor, who escaped on this occasion. 

The large and well-known Tribulaun Club hut in the Sandesthal 
was entirely destroyed by an avalanche in February last. It was 
unoccupied, fortunately. 

Two Britons were killed in January in the Oetzthal, between 
Vent and the Hochjoch close to the summer footpath in the very 
floor of the glen. 

An avalanche overwhelmed a party of four persons in the Tauern 
near the Gross Venediger on March 9. · Frau Ennsmann, the wife 
of the Kiirsinger Club hut guardian, to which hut the party was 
proceeding, was rescued alive on the following day. She .owes her 
life to the sagacity and devotion of a St. Bernard dog. The dog, 
by lying on her body, kept the lady warm for more than twenty-four 
hours, although she had been, at first, completely buried. On the 
approach of another party 4 on the lOth, the dog rushed to them and 
compelled them to follow him to the body. Frau Ennsmann was 
duly rescued and has now recovered. The remainder of the party, 
including Ennsmann, were exhumed, dead, from under 15 m. of 
snow. From Allgemeine B ergsteiger Zeitung. 

H erren W. Wentzel and Viktor Graven (the latter of Zermatt, but 
not a guide) were picked up dead on the Grenz Glacier, having 
apparently been killed by a fall on the Dufourtpitze on March 18. 

THE AcciDENT IN WALES. We have been requested to publish 
the following account of this unfortunate event in view of certain 
adverse comments by the irresponsible Pr.ess : 

A party, consisting of Miss Edna Pritchard, Miss Daphne Simpson, 

4 We understand that this party was composed of Mr. C. B. 
Campbell, together with our members, Messrs. P. J. H. Unna and 
N. S. Finzi. 
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together with Messrs. Richard Moggridge and J. N. Miles, spent the 
night of March 15- 16 at Bangor in the case of the ladies, while the 
men slept in the H elyg hut with cars to collect the party. They 
set out on the morning of the 16th to climb TRYFAN after a trial 
climb on the Rowan Tree route of the ' Milestone' buttress on which 
both girls had shaped well. Tryfan was climbed by the 'grooved 
arete,' Mills and Miss Pritchard on one rope, Moggridge and Miss 
Simpson on the other. The summit w:as reached, according to plan, 
after 16.00 hrs. Miss Simpson and Miles then walked down the easy 
N. ridge to the farm where the car had been left? while the others 
started down theN. buttress. This being duly accomplished, Mills 
unroped and he and Miss Pritchard continued down a heathery 
slope intermixed with rocky outcrops and facets. At one of these 
Mills offered Miss Pritchard a shoulder to step on to and ~elt her 
slip off; to his amazement she slithered down for 50-60ft., rolling 
and sliding limply and apparently unconscious. 

I t appears that Miss Pritchard suffered from a species of stroke, 
had been warned against mountaineering and over-exertion and was 
not even allowed to drive a car. These facts she kept to herself and 
no member of the party had the slightest knowledge of such until 
after her death. 

On Mills attaining Miss Pritchard she was quite unconscious ; 
being a medical student he examined her but could find no injury. 
Surmising concussion and with darkness approaching, he had a 
difficult decision to make. He decided to leave her as warm as 
possible and fetch help. He placed her in a perfectly safe place on 
the 'heathery terrace,' wra.pped her up in most of his clothing and 
then hurried down to the farm. Mills and Moggridge with a farm 
hand proceeded up with a stretcher, finding the clothes but no lady. 
They hunted for a bit and then Moggridge descended to the farm; 
picking up Miss Simpson, they drove the car round the neighbour
hood and turned out a search party. Before midnight an efficient 
cordon was combing the hill, but it was not until daylight, at a much 
lower level, that the body was discovered. It appears that Miss 
Pritchard had recovered consciousness after Mill's departure and, 
in a dazed condition, had proceeded some way. She bad then 
slipped and again fallen over a series of slopes and rock facets for 
some 500 ft. She must have been dead long before the fall was 
arrested. The search parties and farm hands gave every possible 
help and assistance. 

[It will, of course, be obvious that no possible blame can be 
assigned to Mr. Mills, who is an experienced rock-climber, or to the 
rest of the party. E'ditor. ] · 

LENZSPITZE. On July 20, 1933, Herr Hans Frei, of Zurich, alone, 
leaving the Mischabel hut at 02.30, climbed the mountain by the 
N.E. face (the route is considerably to the right, N., of Bethmann 
Hollweg and Supersaxo's 1911 line of ascent), reaching its base at 
03.30; then straight up, almost direct, to the top attained at 05.30. 
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Thence he crossed N adelhorn -Stecknadelhorn-Hohberghorn, returned 
to N adelhorn, descended to Windjoch, climbed Ulrichshorn, attaining 
Saas Fee at 17.00 hrs. (!) 

MoNTE RosA (Dufour· pitze). On June 19, 1934, Herren S. Plietz 
and M. Bachmann made this ascent by the E. face. Attaining the 
Marinelli hut (half-buried in snow) on June 17, they· stayed there for 
'acclimatization' purposes on June 18. On the following day they 
started at 02.00. In places the snow was heavy and they crossed 
the Marinelli Couloir about 650 ft. above the hut. There was no ice . 

• 

the traverse taking three minutes only. By 01.30 the level of the 
seracs was attained, when they bore out towards the left, S., crossing 
the crevassed zone without much difficulty. A steEp slope, 49° 
measured, led them at 06.30 to a rocky spur. By the E. slope of 
these rocks the crest was attained, whence. by this and the S. flank 
they reached the Grenzgipfel at 10.15. The Dufourspitze was 
attained at 10.30. 5 

No steps were cut throughout, conditions being excellent. 
M6NCH. On July 20, 1934, Dr. A. Bauer (Saxony), with Hermann 

Steuri, repeated the' Lauper' (1921) ascent of theN. face. Leaving 
Eigergletscher at · 0!.00, the summit was attained at 14.30. On 
July 28, the same party crossed the WETTERHORN from the 
Gr. Scheidegg to the Gleckstein hut in 10~ hrs. 

• 

Photo, Wehrli.] 
. 

ALTELS, N.E. FACE (AND BALMHORN, LEFT), WITH 1894 AND 1932 ROUTES. 

ALTELS, N.E. face. On August 20-21, 1932, Herren P. Zyrd, 
0. Im-Obersteg and W. Schaufelberger repeated this ascent, the 

5 The ' times ' correspond very closely with those of Captain 
G. Finch's ascent of August 9, 1911 A.J. 25, 750. 
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first having been made on July 25, 1894, by Herren Adolf and 
Hans Waeber with Abraham Muller, sen., and Johann Ogi-Mi.iller. 

The 1932 party starting from the Waldhaus Gasternholz mounted 
over scree slopes on the N.E. face of Tatlishorn, 2505 m., to the 
glacier (2l hrs.), where they spent t he night. On the following day, 
August 21, t hey ascended t he glacier where an ice slope led them to 
the crest of theN. arete, which was followed to the summit (6 hrs.). 

H. L. 
DENT BLANCHE. The ascent by the so:..called 'N.W. ' face (the 

recess in the angle between t he N. and W. aretes) was accomplished 
on August 17, 1934, by Herren L. Steinauer and K. Schneider. 6 

The climb which is both difficult and extremely dangerous was 
accomplished from a bivouac on t he Glacier de la Dent Blanche 
near the Col of that name. Leaving at 02.00 the summit was 
reached at 22.00 hrs. A very full, highly coloured but poorly 
illustrated account will be found in Der Bergsteiger, November 1934, 
pp. 97- 104. The climb being both mechanized and senseless is 
merely recorded here. · 

BREGAGLIA GROUP. The ' Sciora ' ridge was traversed on 
August 18-19, the ascent of the extremely difficult N.W. face of 
Sciora di Fuori was made on August 21- 22, and the N.-S. traverse 
of Piz Badile on August 23, 1934. These climbs, among others, 
were accomplished by two Austrians Herren R. Leiss and H. 
Bu1 ggasser. A. Z. 

TAESCHHORN FROM THE W. With reference to M. Blanchet's 
route,' A.J.' 46, 387-8, this should be described as beingS. (not N.) 
of the ordinary r oute. I t passes to the S. of the K ienf elsen and 
unites with the ordinary route about the place where the latter 
joins the S.W. arete (Teuf elsgrat), not far from the summit. See the 
marked illustration. 

MoUNTAINEERING FILM. Professor Dyhrenfurth, on returning 
from his 1934 Karak oram expedition, has produced a film exhibited 
in Zurich under t he t itle of 'l 'he Demon oj' the Himalaya. 

I t is a thousand pities that P rofessor Dyhrenfurth could not 
content himself with a picture showing the life of the natives, the 
monasteries, the strange dances of the monks, t he savage grandeur 
of valleys and mountain peaks. The few, too few alas ! pictures of 
that k ind displayed in this film are simply marvellous. Looking 
at these views, one feels the spell of travel, of exploration, of mountain 
adventure. 

But the story to which the K arakoram forms only the background, 
the actual ' play,' is foolish beyond · words and culminates in a 
hysterical challenge to the gods of the heights by a lunatic after the 

6 H err Schneider, together with t he late F. Singer, took part in 
the ascent of Dent Blanche by t he similar ' N.E.' face in 1932 (A.J. 
44, .337). Herr Singer was killed in the W etterstein disaster of 
1934 (Ibid. 46, 415) . 
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previous destruction of his companions. This madman is then 
himself also promptly eliminated by a ghostly hand rushing diagon
ally across the screen ( tableau ! ) . 

As a matter of fact the entire 'play' is idiotic to such a degree 
that, at the end of the film, one finds difficulty in recalling the few 
pictures of mountain scenery which should have proved the delight 
of all mountaineers or lovers of nature. And one returnshome after 
the show, with a heart heavy with anger and disgust that persons 
travelling in one of the most magnificent and picturesque regions of 
the world should not have availed themselves of their opportunities, 
but instead have wasted time, energy and money in concocting a 
film of the most inane tale ever invented. 

H. L. 
-

ITALIAN FRONTIER. With reference to 'A.J.' 46, 410-11, a 
decision of the Italian Government forbids the export from Italy of 
all banknotes of 1000 and 500 lire. Those of 1()0 and 50 lire may 
still be taken. 

P.M. 

STEREO-PHOTOGRAMMETRY. Dr. R. Finsterwalder, the dis
tinguished cartographer, accompanied by our member Dr. Karl 
Wien, lectured at the R.G.S. on March 25 to a private audience on 
his latest methods of ground survey. The lecturer was heard with 
profound attention. Dr. Finsterwalder showed maps constructed 
under his direction, notably the new and partly-finished Nanga 
Parbat 1 : 50,000 sheet, Zemtt Glacier (Kangchenjunga : Dr. Wien's 
survey) 1 : 33,333, several Alai-Pamirs sheets, while among European 
maps, the superb Zillertal (3 sheets) and Gross Glockner maps, 
published by the D.u.<E.A.-V. on the 1 : 25,000 scale. 

It was of much interest to learn that Dr. Finsterwalder, who has 
experience of the Alai-Pamirs, Himalaya and Cordillera, besides the 
Alps and Caucasus, considers the mapping of mountainous areas by 
air photography unsatisfactory as well as unreliable. 

THE LATE DR. WILLY WELZENBACH. Technically, Dr. Welzen
bach was among the most skilful climbers of post-war activities. 
His feats, remarkable both on rock and snow, are recorded in many 
ins~ances in this JouRNAL. Great as were his powers and successes, 
the same remark may be applied to his methods as to another long 
departed and still greater mountaineer: '. . . the virtue of prudence 
was conspicuous chiefly from its absence ... ' 

As the most daring of climbers and best of comrades, the name of 
Welzenbach will be remembered in Alpine history. R.I.P. 

OLIVER WENDELL HoLMES.· We much regret to report the death 
of our distinguished American member. Born on lVlarch 8, 1841, 
Mr. Holmes died on March 6, 1935, within two days ofcompleting 
4is ninety-fourth year. He was elected a member of the Alpine 

• 
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Club in 1866 and was awarded Honorary Membership in 1932. An 
obituary will appear in the November number of the JouRNAL. 

TAR TARIN IN THE HousE OF CoMMONS. No fatal accidents having 
been, up to date, reported to British ski-runners or tourists in the 
8-wiss Alps, an intelligent member, perhaps a relative of Bompard, 
during question time on February 25, asked what steps H.M. 
Government was taking ' to request the Swiss Government to 
invite their public authorities to institute closer supervision of 
mountain excursions and sports, in view of the number of fatal 
accidents among British visitors to Swiss mountains.' 

The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, who possesses more 
than a working knowledge of mountaineering, stated in the course 
of his reply : ' I do not think this is a good suggestion. The Swiss 
authorities may be relied on to leave nothing undone which is likely 
to promote the well-being of these visitors, and the best protection 
against mountain accident~ is to realize what the dangers are.' 
Sir John Simon added that he recalled that when Tartarin climbed 
the Jungfrau he was under the impression that there was a Swiss 
agent at the bottom of every crevasse. 

With unsurpassed knowledge of the French classics, The Times 
reported the name of the man of Tarascon as Oartarin. 

CLIMBERS' GuiDES. M. Kurz is publishing his fourth edition of 
Mont Blanc in May (Payot et Cie., Lausanne, 10 fs., Swiss). 

Alpes V alaisannes III (Theodule-Simplon) : the new edition is in 
preparation and M. Kurz would be grateful if any unpublished notes 
or marked photographs could be sent to him (M. Marcel Kurz, 
7 Rue St. Honore, Neuchatel). The area comprised in the volume 
lies between the Visp torrent, the Rhone valley, the Simplon road 
and the Italian frontier. 'Italian' routes to the frontier peaks and 
passes will be described. Information is especially desired con
cerning the spurs N. of the Balfrinhorn, N. of the Fletschhorn 
(slopes of the Gamsertal), the frontier ridge Monte Moro-Portjengrat 
and the mountains bounding the Zwischbergen (Val Vaira) glen. 

'THE PLAYGROUND OF EuROPE.' Mlle. C. E. Engel, the dis
tinguished French Alpine writer, is bringing out her translation of 
Leslie Stephen's classic in April, under the title of Terrain de J eu de 
l'Europe (Paris: Attinger). 

THE NoRTH FAcEs oF MATTERHORN AND GRANDES JoRASSES.
Last summer several Munich Sections of the D.u.ffi.A.-V., mindful 
of their traditions, requested of their younger members the promise 
not to attempt either of these faces. The promises were given to 
the respective Sections' Presidents. One young man guilty of 
breaking his word was expelled . 

We welcome the action of the Sections concerned . . 



158 Alpine Notes. 
• 

MouNT EVEREST. The following has been sent to the Press 7 :

'The Mount Everest Committee has received through the Govern
ment of India and the Secretary of State the consent of the Tibetan 
Government for a British Expedition to Mount Everest during 
1935/36. 

'The Committee has invited Mr. Hugh Ruttledge, Leader of the 
1933 Expedition, to lead again and he has expressed his willingness 
to do so. The Committee will make ~n announcement of its plans 
in due course. 

' 

' Signed on behalf of the Mount Everest Committee : 

' P. Z. Cox, President, Royal Geographical Society 
and Chairman of the Committee. 

' E. L. STRUTT, President, Alpine Club. 
'GEOFFREY CoRBET.T, representing the Himalayan 

Club on the Mount Everest Committee. 
'April 4, 1935.' 

By a curious coincidence on the very day that the above com-
.munique was sent to the Press, we have the regret to announce the 
death in his 82nd year of Mr. Lancelot Fielding Everest, eldest son 
and last lineal descendant of Sir George Everest (1790-1866), 
Surveyor-General of India, in honour of whom the highest summ1t 
of Chomolungma, 29,146 ft., was named 'Mt. Everest' by his 
successor in the Survey. 

This is, of course, the sole personal name recognized officially in 
the Himalaya. 

CAUCASIAN ExPEDITION. Two 'officjally' supported parties of 
the D.u.<E.A.-V. and <E.A.K. are proceeding to the Caucasus this 
summer. One, composed of ten Austro-German climbers, is led by 
Dr. R. Schwarzgruber; the other, composed of four mountaineers 
of the Munich Section of the D.u.CE.A.-V., by Herr A. Gottner. 
Besides these several private parties will be at work. R. W. 

HIMALAYA. The C.A.F. expedition will not leave Europe before 
1936. 

R.G.S. The Patrons Medal has been awarded to Dr. W. Rickmer 
Rickmers, for his long continued travels in the Caucasus and Russian 
Turkistan, culminating in his leadership of the Alai-Pamir Russo
German Expedition of 1928. 

7 In commenting on this notice, The Times, with fatuous com
placency, announces that photographs taken in the course of the 
Houston-Everest flight (A.J. 45, 166-7, 400-401), ' are expected to 
be of assistance (sic) to the climbers in their new attempt to reach 
the summit ' !. 

• 
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MR. A. J. MACKINTOSH. Failing health has caused Mr. 
Mackintosh to sever a connection of forty years with the Alpine 
Club and Jou RNAL. Throughout this period Mr. Mackintosh's 
services have been invaluable to the Club : the work he has ac
complished in connection with the Library will be remembered and 
appreciat ed by past and present officers and members. 

He has well earned the general gratitude and esteem of the Club. 

CoRRIGENDUM. 'A.J.' 46, 375, footnote 2: the last sentence 
should be deleted. 

AT the moment of going to press, we much regret to announce 
the death, on March 15, of our American member Mr. H. B. 
de Villiers-Schwab, at the early age of 48 years. Mr. Schwab 
was an ex-President of the American Alpine Club to the 
members of which, as to his relatives, we express our deep 
syn1pathy. E. L. S. 

NEW ZEALAND NOTES. 

MR. A. P. HARPER writes of a remarkable 'manless ' ascent of 
MT. SEFTON (10,350 ft.), accomplished by his daughter, Miss Rosa
mund Harper, Miss Bet sy Blunden and Miss L. Davidson. The 
actual dat e is omitted , but it was in December 1934. 

' ... The girls had to transport over 150 lbs. of stores and camp 
up the Copland River 1 to Scott's Creek and then establish a high 
camp 2000 ft. above the river 50 lbs. load for each girl ! They only 
took a horse up to Scott's Creek and then, in a day and a half, re
layed this load up to the site and established their camp-" hot and 
monotonous " . . . the keas tackled their dumps and simply 
ripped their packs ... Left camp at 03.40, had good slopes of 
snow for some time, followed by very hard snow and ice, in which 
they had to cut st eps for some hundreds of feet in spite of their 
crampons. She [Miss H arper] says the slope was steeper in places 
than anything they had ever seen. They met with huge crevasses 
and schrunds, encountering with difficulty in crossing one steep and 
frail snow-bridge. They had a perfect day, no wind, good visibility 
and were back in camp at 18.00 14! hours. On the way down the 
snow, one abrupt step was inclined to avalanche and they had to 
use great care. . . . The whole time they could hear the almost 
continuous roar of avalanches falling on to the Douglas Glacier away 

1 See N.Z. 'FitzGerald' 1 inch map. 
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